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President Vicente Fox's administration has made a big production of its efforts to fight corruption
but has been unable to implement significant changes in the eyes of the Mexican public. In its latest
annual report, the German-based international organization Transparency International (TI) said
corruption levels are perceived to have worsened in Mexico during the past year even with the
government's high- profile anti-graft campaign.
Each year, TI interviews the public and the business community in 102 nations on perceivedcorruption levels. Every country is then given a rating between 1 and 10, with the highest marks
signifying a perceived lower level of corruption. This year, Mexico was given a rating of 3.6,
compared with last year's rating of 3.7. The greater perceived corruption dropped the country's
ranking to 57, compared with last year's ranking of 51.
Officials at Transparencia Mexicana (TM), TI's Mexico unit, acknowledged that the Fox
administration has launched an ambitious campaign to combat corruption, such as prosecuting
union leaders and former officials of the state-run oil company PEMEX for illegally diverting funds
to the 2000 presidential election (see SourceMex, 2002-01-30, 2002-05-15, and 2002-09-18).
But few convictions have resulted from these cases. "The public is seeing high-profile corruption
cases with no results, raising people's expectations and then disappointing them," said TM officer
Eduardo Bohorquez.
The administration's own credibility has come into question, with opposition parties charging that
Fox's presidential campaign was financed illegally with funds from foreign donors through the
president's political action committee, Amigos de Fox (see SourceMex, 2002-06-26). "Without doubt,
the PEMEX and Amigos de Fox cases have negatively influenced the public's perception about the
levels of corruption in Mexico," said TM president Federico Reyes Heroles.
Another problem is that the government's anti-corruption efforts have been directed at high-level
cases and not at the local level. "The strategy of shining the light on the fat cats is a failed strategy,"
said Reyes Heroles, who noted that very few actual arrests have taken place.
As of early September, only one of 31 officials accused of corruption has been arrested. But
Bohorquez acknowledged that local political structures and other constraints prevent federal
authorities from prosecuting corruption at the local level. "Many corrupt local authorities are
outside the control of the federal government," he said.
Bohorquez suggested that some anti-corruption measures implemented by the government in
recent months could yield results in the future. As an example, he pointed to the passed freedom of
information act, which will make most government data public domain (see SourceMex, 2002-05-08).
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Among the 102 countries included in the survey, Finland was deemed least corrupt with a rating of
9.7, followed by Denmark with 9.5 and New Zealand with 9.5. The country rated as the most corrupt
was Bangladesh with a score of 1.2. Others at the bottom of the list were Nigeria with 1.6, Paraguay
with 1.7, and Madagascar, also with 1.7. (Sources: Agencia de noticias Proceso, Reforma, 08/28/02;
Novedades, The News, 08/29/02)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 2

